Nothing But

Think Global,

Act Local
We know that a box of groceries is only a short term solution for struggling
families. To make lasting change, we need to engage with the world as it is,
and ensure that none of our neighbors are forgotten.
That's why we are thankful to our partner agencies for the time and resources
they have devoted to making our voices heard!
-

U.S. Census employee “Griff” signing
up neighbors at the Friendship Center

This is Griff. He is a local guy picking up
some extra work during Census season, and
he told me how much he enjoys making
sure his neighbors are counted. He knows
how important it is to get an accurate
count, so that vital resources are allocated
to the people who need them the most. He
and his team members registered hundreds
of pantry clients
while they were
waiting in line for
groceries, and -we
were happy to
spend some time
with them these
last few months.

On their way out of the pantry, we have been offering “VOTE” masks and multilingual information
flyers on local voter registration to our clients. The
Greater Chicago Food Depository and the 40th
Ward Office have been fantastic allies in this effort.

Good News!
OCTOBER 2020
Dear Friend:
If you are reading this, then you already know plenty about the
need in our community and the challenges we are facing right
now.
You deserve a break. We all need a break.
So please enjoy a few pages of photos and anecdotes about
neighbors helping neighbors, heroes in action, and smiling
friendly faces. We’re going to focus -on the good, because
whatever anyone says, there is a lot of it happening in the
world right now.
We know because we see it every single day.
-

Thank you for being a part of our good news story.
Sincerely,
“Peace Out” After A Hard
Days Work

Ross Outten - Director of Development

Thanks to the GCFD for the
great masks!
Grilling Chicken Kebabs

Putting on Finishing Touches

“Bringing good news is
imparting hope to one’s
fellow man. The idea of
redemption is always
good news, even if it
means sacrifice or some
difficult times.”
– Patti Smith
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org

“No one is rich
enough to do without
a neighbor”

“I get by with a little
help from my friends”
– The Beatles

Now That’s Putting Your Buns Into It!

Local Eagle Scout Takes
On Carpentry Project
John Blalack has been helping out at the food pantry since he
was in middle school, and he’s always been one of those
volunteers who was willing to go the extra mile to get the job
done. So it was no surprise that, before leaving this fall to
attend classes at the University of Chicago, he found a way to
give back one more time.
The final requirement to achieve the rank of Eagle Scout is to
plan and implement a project that will have a lasting impact on
the community. John chose to organize and lead his troop in
building outdoor shelves and a storage shed to help us
manage the continued increase in incoming supplies and
cardboard boxes outbound for recycling.

– Danish Proverb

John Blalack explaining the project
to younger scouts

The guys clowning around in
their newly built shed

Neighborhood Kids Making Change
In September we asked our friends to dust off those jars of change we
all have on our desks and dressers. Last year we raised over $3,000 in
food credits at the annual Hunger Walk, and we’re confident we can
make that up just a few cents at a time. So far the average change jar
has totaled about $15 - so if we get to 200 jars, we’ll reach our goal. It
might not seem like much, but when we gather together the efforts of
everyone, it can add up to a lot!
Thanks to our friends at Wintrust bank, we can process your change
without fees, and put all of that money to work fighting hunger. We’re
going to keep collecting jars for the rest of this year, so it’s not too late
to get in the game.
Visit www.friendshipcenterchicago.org to find out more - we have donation drop-off hours six days a week!

We are so happy to see our local restaurants reopen for business. A
brand new Jersey Mike’s Sub shop opened up down the street from
us this spring right in the middle of everything. Kuma’s corner has
had to navigate the impact of varying
restrictions across their four Chicago
area locations.

Our Operations Manager
Alex hanging w/ the chefs at
Kuma’s corner

Those challenges didn’t stop them
from doing what they do: serving
great food, creating good times, and
Jersey Mike’s manager
giving back to their community. These
Kevin
Gancarz &his team
two businesses each “sandwiched in”
with a BIG check
a special fundraising effort for the Friendship Center this September, in celebration of
Hunger Action Month. By donating a portion of the proceeds on their
monthly specials, together they collectively raised thousands of dollars
for our pantry.

Sharing is Caring

While demand for food has soared, our incoming donations have
had their ups and downs. The cooperation and partnership of our
neighboring pantries has helped all of us smooth over the rough
patches. We have been able
to work together to share
resources, ensuring that our
shelves are always fully
stocked.

Gene from Irving Park food pantry
dropping off food

Ross with Margaret O’Conor from
Common Pantry and Lori Gee from
Ravenswood Community Services Pre-COVID & pre-shave

We are thankful to our friends at Common Pantry, Ravenswood
Community Services, Irving Park Food Pantry, New Life Community
Food Pantry, and Interfaith Action of Evanston. All of our communities have benefited from our mutually supportive relationship we are our strongest when we work together in the fight against
hunger!

